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Pressure Ulcers – Sharing Expertise to Learn 
about Challenges and Opportunities for Success 

Pres sure ulcers are a serious and still far 

too com mon complication for patients 

admitted to hospitals, nurs ing homes and 

those resid ing in com munity care. In many 

countries, pres sure ulcers are recognized as 

one of the most important sentinel events 

for healthcare. International guidelines have 

been developed in 2014 to act as a public 

resource for sum maries of evidence-based 

clinical practice recom mendations. The 

development of the 2019 guideline has 

started and is ongoing.  

The development of global guidelines, 

ensur ing the appropriate use of evidence, 

represents one of the core functions of 

organizations such as the European Pres-

sure Ulcer Advisory Panel (EPUAP). National 

organizations are responsible for translat ing 

the recom mendations from international 

guidelines to impact upon health policies 

and clinical practice at a more national and 

regional level. Education, train ing and shar-

ing expertise play an integral role in secur ing 

good outcomes for patients and their carers. 

The aim of conferences is to listen, interact 

and learn from all dif  ferent proces ses 

clinicians in diff  erent roles pursue to apply 

recom mendations from guidelines unique 

to the care they deliver. A conference must 

create an atmosphere of learn ing about 

chal lenges and opportunities for succes s.

I would like to sincerely thank and con-

gratulate as soc. prof. Andrea Pokorná and 

her team for their outstand ing ef forts in 

introduc ing the focus for pres sure ulcer 

prevention at a national level, and therefore 

as sum ing the Czech Republic’s responsibility 

for implement ing the guidelines lead ing to 

better outcomes for patients, their family, 

carers and society.

Introduc ing guidelines and the best pos-

sible care for our patients are certainly chal-

lenging. We are all struggl ing with it. But I am 

sure that you will have the opportunity dur ing 

this conference to hear about the expertise 

and experiences from renowned national and 

international experts on their achievements. 

They certainly will present some chal lenges 

ahead for you and your col leagues. On behalf 

of EPUAP, I wish you all a fruitful conference 

and a nice time in Brno. EPUAP is there to 

continuously support you in your eff  orts to 

increase you skil ls and understand ing in reduc-

ing the pres sure ulcer problem in Europe. 
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